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Substance containment and removal 

The procedure for removing spillages should only be followed by trained operatives (Safety Officers, 

Technical Services, Line Managers).  

DO NOT attempt to follow the procedure if you have not received appropriate training or if you do not 

feel confident about handling the situation. 

1. Risk Assess the situation. Ensure you understand the substance characteristics by reading the Safety 

Data Sheet and COSHH Risk Assessment. This should consider the following: 

¶ Quantity of the substance 

¶ Chemical characteristics and health hazards.  
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4. Stabilisation/dilution to a safe condition 

¶ Once the material is contained, it should be treated wherever possible to render it safe. Acids 

and alkalis may be treated with appropriate neutralising agents. Due to the differing 

properties of the various groups of chemicals, an appropriate treatment strategy with suitable 

chemicals should be established in each case. For example, highly concentrated hydrochloric 

acid will fume when spilled, so the spill should be diluted with a gentle water spray before 

neutralisation. 

¶ Neutralisation could cause splashe
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